
 

MISSION ZIMBABWE HARVEST DINNERS  
 

This past Friday and Saturday evenings Mission Zimbabwe held their annual Harvest Dinners at Hope Community 
Church in Hanover.  At the two dinners, the 135 guests were served a roast beef meal, experienced a fun live auction and 
enjoyed the opportunity to hear about the work being done at the Village of Hope from Pastor Zowa, the Director. A further 
50 people picked up take-out meals.  
Pastor Zowa’s message focused on two themes. First he gave an overview of what the Village of Hope does with the goal 
being to develop young people who have the skills and maturity to sustain themselves and their families. To do this, the cycle 
of lack of education, lack of faith and lack of resources must be broken. Second, he emphasized the huge impact Mission 
Zimbabwe has and continues to have on the lives of the children 
Volunteers: More than forty volunteers served to make these dinners a success. Some of these volunteers were teenagers 
who are part of the Youth program at Hope Community Church.  Mission Zimbabwe wishes to thank Gord and Anita 
Cooledge  and Tasha and Tyler who prepared a wonderful harvest meal of roast beef, squash, corn, coleslaw, and mashed 
potatoes topped off with home-made pies donated by the local Amish community.  Also thanks to the guest auctioneers, 
Mark Davis and Paul Braeker, guest MCs, Gaye and Elizabeth Norrie, and sound and video technician, Pastor Isaac Marmelo.                   
Star Community Classroom Project:  During the evening, guests were asked to donate toward a project to build a new 
classroom at Star Community, where the Village of Hope was started a new school for pre-school and kindergarten children. 
A spirit of generosity was certainly present as $2,570 was raised which is enough to finance the classroom.   
Live auction: There was spirited and generous bidding on the live auction items which resulted in over $3,700 being raised. 
Thank you is extended to the many people who donated items such home baking, preserves, hand-made Christmas cards, 
chocolate baskets as well as Ron Stroeder’s famous $20.00 apple sauce. 
Mission Zimbabwe Education Fund: A presentation was made that highlighted the need for funds to provide educational 
opportunities for graduating students through the Mission Zimbabwe Education Fund. Since 2007 when a Mission Zimbabwe 
team first went to the Village of Hope, we have had the privilege of watching the children grow up to be young adults. These 
children have been able to go to school because of sponsorship through Child Care Plus and many of them are now ready to 
go onto university or to a technical college. Without support through the education fund, the families of these students who 
have done well on their high school exams, would not be able to afford post secondary education. The education fund will 
help support these students who are the future of Zimbabwe. We praise God as more students were newly sponsored during 
the evening.  
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Mission Zimbabwe Online Auction 

The online auction had close to 300 items to bid on and closed on Tuesday evening. Over $12,000 was raised 
Thank you to everyone who placed bids and made this auction a success. We praise God for generous hearts! The 
funds raised through this online auction will allow Mission Zimbabwe to continue to provide support for the children at the 
Village of Hope and Vimbainesu Children’s Home during 2022. 
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A Note of appreciation from Pastor Zowa 
 

Greetings  

It was a joy to be at the dinners and to be given the opportunity 

to speak.  

You guys put so much into our lives. Please passon my 

appreciation to the rest of the team  

Thank you  

 
 



 

Each day at VOH Zimbabwe, the housemothers and children living in each of 
our children’s homes have family time together. Coming together, relaxing, and 
connecting is so important. We caught up with one of the families while the big 
sister was preparing dinner for her siblings. This family lives in Wasaga Beach 
House, which was constructed over ten years ago thanks to the generous 
donation of our friends from Lighthouse Church in Ontario. There are currently 
eight children living in the home. They all attend school at our Centre, and the 
two oldest children will be writing government exams this year. Thanks to the 
support from their teachers and housemother, we know they will do well! 

 

 

        

 


